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Land Acknowledgement
I would like to begin by acknowledging that the land I am speaking from is the traditional 
territory of many nations including the Mississaugas of the Credit, the Anishnabeg, the 
Chippewa, the Haudenosaunee and the Wendat peoples and is now home to many diverse 
First Nations, Inuit and Métis peoples. Toronto is covered by Treaty 13 signed with the 
Mississaugas of the Credit, and the Williams Treaties signed with multiple Mississaugas 
and Chippewa bands.

I am grateful to pursue my life and livelihood on these lands, where I have lived for 5 years. 
I originally hail from unceded Passamaquoddy territory on the shores of the Bay of Fundy 
in the province now known as New Brunswick. 



What is research data?
A genre of digital objects better defined by the context of their creation than form: 

● Outputs resulting from research activities, whether scholarly, technical or 
artistic.

● Constitute the source records/evidence of a research activity: observations, 
facts, measurements.

● Not the published products/interpretations of these primary source records. 



What is Dataverse?
● Open-source repository platform to 

store, share, publish and discover 
research data

● Developed and maintained since 2006 
by the Institute of Quantitative Social 
Science (IQSS) at Harvard University

● 60+ installations around the world

● Developed with quantitative social 
science data in mind, but not limited 
to any domain

● Automatic data citation with DOI

https://dataverse.org/


Survey data from the Black Experience Project in the GTA (York University Dataverse) 
- see the report

Topical examples:

https://dataverse.scholarsportal.info/dataset.xhtml?persistentId=doi:10.5683/SP2/A6MAMR
https://www.ryerson.ca/content/dam/diversity/reports/black-experience-project-gta---1-overview-report.pdf


Survey data (University of Calgary Dataverse) + associated paper in the Canadian 
Journal of Political Science

Topical examples:

https://dataverse.scholarsportal.info/dataset.xhtml?persistentId=doi:10.5683/SP2/MXWJAZ
https://doi.org/10.1017/S000842392000044X
https://doi.org/10.1017/S000842392000044X


What is Dataverse?
Preservation-friendly features in Dataverse:

● User-friendly upload of data files, codebooks, 
documentation, and metadata

● File format identification

● File verification - MD5 checksums

● Tabular data transformation processes

○ Converts variety of formats (SPSS, Strata, 
RData, CSV, Excel) to TAB text format

○ Tabular files receive UNF checksums to verify 
semantic content of derivatives



What is Archivematica?
● Open-source, standards-based workflow tool for processing digital objects for preservation 

and access
● Configurable workflow based on series of microservices, including:

○ Checksum generation and verification
○ File format identification, characterization, and validation
○ Normalization (generate preservation and/or access copies) … and more!

● Generates Archival Information Package (AIP) and Dissemination Information Package (DIP)

https://www.archivematica.org/en/


Integration Context
● Dataverse service began at Scholars Portal in 2012
● More focused development began in 2015
● Now: 40 institutions across Canada use SP’s Dataverse instance, work with Portage to 

establish SP Dataverse as national repository

● Growing interest in research data preservation both within OCUL but also nationally, 
internationally

● Initial aim of project was to investigate how Dataverse datasets could be processed 
into AIPs

● OCUL sponsored integration project with Artefactual Systems Inc.
○ Phase 1 - Proof-of-Concept (2015)
○ Phase 2 - Public release in Archivematica v. 1.8 (2018)

● Archivematica can be configured to use a connected Dataverse instance as a transfer 
source location as of v. 1.8 + some fixes in 1.9! 



Demo demo! 



Technical Questions
Improvements to functionality:

– Messaging back to Dataverse
– Automation
– Interface search and browse
– Use of DIP?

Issues re: Dataverse METS

https://github.com/archivematica/Issues/issues?q=is%3Aissue+is%3Aopen+label%3A%22OCUL%3A+AM-Dataverse%22


Policy/Governance Questions
● Appraisal/selection for preservation + 

curation workflows

● File format policies

● Shared preservation infrastructures



Resources!
Dataverse-Archivematica wiki page

Archivematica documentation

iPRES paper / DPC blog post

https://wiki.archivematica.org/Dataverse
https://www.archivematica.org/en/docs/archivematica-1.11/user-manual/transfer/dataverse/
https://osf.io/wqbvy/
https://www.dpconline.org/blog/idpd/finding-our-legs
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